






























Chapter Six 68

THE SUCCESSFUL TRIO 

I have had a very rewarding 18-year association 
with the partner of Khosla Associates, Amaresh 
Anand. Amaresh joined as an architect three 
years after I had established the firm, and became 
an associate very soon. Five years ago, he 
became a partner and now he has become the 
principal. Amaresh has been my sounding board 
for the past 18 years, and we have managed to 
define our roles in the organization quite well. 
We share a similar mindset, a passion for design 
and a thirst to innovate. We have a hands-on 
approach to work, and we enjoy looking into 
every detail of our projects. There is also a great 
friendship that has developed over the years, and 
we spend time together outside the workspace. 
Apart from design, we talk about our families 
and our lives. 

We have also had an exciting association with 
my wife, Tania, and her graphic design firm (tsk 
Design) for our interior projects. Tania and I met 
while we were students in our formative years in 
the States and have watched each other grow as 
designers over the years. Off and on, we have 
worked on hospitality projects together, 
culminating in the design of our own home and 
our new office space. She is still my worst critic! 

      Sandeep Khosla 

 
  

   Sandeep with Amaresh                                
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THE PROJECT THAT REDEFINED ARCHITECTURE FOR ME 
Lupin Research Park, Pune 

 

   

The Lupin Research Park in Pune was the first opportunity afforded to me to create a project of that scale and 
sensibility. It also represented an entirely different genre of work for the practice and me. It was a distillation of 
my thoughts and ideas thus far. 
 
The act of research and discovery is essentially an intuitive function. This complex, therefore, explored those 
elements that, to my mind, foster and inspire intuitive thought, which is the core of the creative process. 
 
Nature has, therefore, become the nucleus both at the macro and micro levels and serves as a backdrop for two 
almost paradoxical elements eastern philosophy and western technology. The inspiration for the complex is the 
timeless mandala,1 with the administration complex representing the head (at the highest point of the hill) and 
the main research park flowing south to north, wrapped around a central courtyard. From the simple earth wall 
that vanishes into the hill, the gushing spout of water that heralds the entrance, the tilted aluminium cube floating 
in the water and silhouetted against the sky, the play of light and shade in the myriad pergola-covered streets and 
courts, the sculptured vault of the cafeteria sitting on the tranquil kund2 to the ageless amphitheatre set into the 
hillock, the complex is intended to provide a multitude of spaces that both inspire a scientist and serve as a 
meeting point for groups to interact and jointly explore and discover.  
 
To conclude, I have attempted to bring together two parallel streams of thought that of the scientist who 
measures that which exists, and that of the artist whose realm is the immeasurable.  

Kamal S Malik

 

                                                 
1 A spiritual symbol signifying the universe, used primarily in Hinduism and Buddhism 
2 A reservoir used for collecting rainwater for drinking purposes 

(Top) A central 
courtyard forms the hub 
of the complex. 
(Left) The terracotta 
colour imparts a 
vernacular language to 
the complex. 
























